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A mother, facing
the loss of her son's
TennCare benefts,
must ehoose
between paying for
care or puiting him
n & nursing home ...

BY JENNIFER WIG
'BRISTOL HERALD-COURIER

JOHNSON CITY - The last
time Nathan Desroches had
his teeth cleaned, TennCare
paid for everything.

When Desroches, who has

_cerebral palsy, goes in today

for his cleaning, his mother
will have t6 pay  $5,000 up
front for the dentist and a
room at the hospital.
Cerebral palsy, a group of

problems related to brain
injury, causes uncontrolled
reflex movements and mus-
cle tightness. Desroches, 28,
must be .hospitalized and
under anesthesia to undergo

See DECISION, Page AS
THERE'S MORE
Afederal judge on Wednesday
issued a new order that gives the

state even more power to restrict
pharmacy benefits. Page B1

Ttsnota
good decision

A'LOOK AT TENNGARE CHANGES

No pharmacy benefit

2 191,000 — Adults in TennCare
Standard. They received request for
ihformation forms, “brown forms;' ori June 6.
and are losing TennCare coverage unless
they qualify for Medicaid.

Five-prescription limit

& 379,000~ Adulis who are Medicaid
eligible and remaining on the TennCare pro-
gram.

Unlimited pharmacy coverage .
& 650,000 — Children; no children are affected by disenroliment or pha
changes.

8 32,400 - Institutionalized adults.
Includes people in nursing homes, home and community-based prograr
and facilities for the mentally disabled.

& 97,000 ~ "Medically needy” adults.

They received a-10-day extension from the state while it analyzes the o
ruling that could save enough money to keep them on the program. The ¢
sion expires Monday.

& A 30-day.notice was mailed to all enrollees affected by the pharmac)
changes. * .



