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Senate to discuss education reform

BY JENNIFER WIG
fOR THE SOUTHERN

SPRINGFIELD —The
governor wants reforms; the
‘Senate wants more
information.

' Responding to the
governor’s.call for reforms in
education, the Senate will
conduct a committee of the
whole on March 3 to hear
testimony and discuss the
possible creation of a new
Department of Education.

. SenatePresident Emil
Jones, D-Chicago; said a
meeting of the whole is needed
to discuss Gov.Rod

"We need to know what ideas the governor
has. ... We'd just like to see what some of
his ideas are that would make this new
group better before we sign onto it.”

* Sen. Dave LuecuTerewn

Sen. Dave Luechtefeld, R-
Okawville, said Senate
members want to know what
actions the governor will take

administrative rules. The
Ilinois Senate Republican
caucus recently banded
behind a “Gubernatorial

Jerry Stermer, president
Voices for Illinois Children,
said he will ask to testify at"
committee to bring up the
governor’s education plan.

“We're concerned that
there’s simply not enough ir
the new proposal to
accomplish the goals that
members of the General
Assembly and the governor
have articulated for this yea
and that now may be the tin
to put the question on the
table: Shouldn’t we simply:
restructure school financing
in Mlinois? Shouldn’t we
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